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mortgages. In a way they seemed to be like big land lords
Temple lands were exempted from land revenue and other
taxes.

MATHAPURA LAND TENURES :

Next to temple, the major Mathas or Monesteries
belonging to the sects of Saivism, Vaishnavism,
Srivaishnavism and Veerasaivism of South-India had own: -;;
institutions. The Vijaynagara period witnessed the spread of
Vaishnavism, Saivism and Veerasaivism in South. Temples
bacame centres for the spread of these sects in Rayalaseema.
Many organisations sprang up and their branches spread to
every nook and comer of the region. These organisations,
known as Matts had their centres in Rayalaseema too.
Tirupathi - Thirumala and Ahobiium became important centres
of the Jiyyar Matha, Ramanujakutam of Srivaisnavism,
Vysaraya Matha of Madhava sects and Hatiramji Matha were
famous at Tirupati30. At Ahobiium Vansathakopa Jiyyar Matha
acted as Managing Trustee of the temple31 lands, and the
Matha Peethadhipathi used to sell away the temple lands or
exchange them for better ones. At Srisaifam Nageswara
Mataa, Swangeswara Matha, Basava Matha and
Siddabikshavritti Matha were the most prominent
Saivamathas32, The Bikshavritti Matha managed some

30. Epigmpfjy Report fffTXD. P. 218.
31. S.LI. XVI, 174 OL AhMlwn. 200 Ch. Ahobilam 235 P. Ahobilam.
32. T.I. (Knl) 474, 480 Srisailam.